GONZAGA OVERSEAS AID
ZAMBIA 2019
Michael Nugent
6 Sandford Road,
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Dublin 6.
Tel: (01) 497 4888
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overseasaid@gonzaga.ie

To all Friends and Supporters.

14 April 2019

Re: Projects in Zambia for 2019.
Dear Friends and Supporters,
In the first two weeks of August 2019, another small team of volunteers
are travelling to Zambia to continue the work of previous years. Gonzaga
fifth year students, parents, teachers and past-pupils have been going to
Zambia for more than ten years now. There is a lot to celebrate and to be
thankful for, and there is still much more to do.
Over the past few years we have become quite invested in long term
community-based projects in Zambia which we hope will help to bring
people permanently out of poverty. These initiatives have included a microfinance project to help widows to start up small businesses, providing a well
for clean drinking water, supplying books to schools, establishing computer
labs in schools and refurbishing school buildings, and we have delivered to
Chipulukusu, near Ndola in Zambia, two 40 foot long steel shipping
containers full of books. The two shipping containers have themselves been
turned into use as community libraries, and in January 2019, a new junior
school was set up in one of them.
From a standing start of a few years ago, when there were no books
available at all, in any school near Chipulukusu, and no bookshops and no
libraries for hundreds of miles, literacy has now taken root. School exam
grades have dramatically improved. Our container libraries are now very
much in demand. We have also shared out the books as far away as Mongu,
812 km to the West, and Lusaka, 320 km to the South.
Many schools in Chipulukusu do not have a secure roof, or windows or
doors. They have no books and no access to books and, even if they were
given books, nowhere safe to store them. Building a public library, to which
all people and all schools will have free access, is the next logical next step.
This year we hope to build a library. An architect and structural engineer
here in Ireland have kindly drafted the plans, in collaboration with

suggestions and ideas from our friends in Zambia. A copy of those plans is
attached at the end of this letter. A quantity surveyor is coming to Zambia
in August to help to organise the construction of the library. We have a site
for the library we now have to raise about €70,000.00, to build this library.
This is a big task, but it is very worthwhile.
We are seeking volunteers to come to Zambia. We will not be working on
the construction of the library, but we need volunteers to help with the
other projects which we have going in Zambia. In collaboration with the
local schools, we are hoping to carry out more teacher-training to make
better use of the books and resources already out there, and we will be
working further on the micro-finance initiative which will include training on
financial literacy and basic business skills for our entrepreneurs. We also
want to expand our work with the computer labs and the existing container
libraries. We will make use of whatever skills you can bring with you. You
can make a real contribution, if you come with us.
We must not forget that Chipulukusu is a slum of 65,000 souls, with no
electricity or water supplies, sewage system, refuse collection or proper
streets. It is one of the poorest and most deprived places on the planet.
Here, life expectancy hovers around 38 years and it is estimated that one
person in eight is HIV positive. Orphans make up over 10% of the
population and unemployment is almost universal. This is a place which
deserves a hand up.
Everyone agrees that education and opportunity are the way out of poverty.
In August 2019, we are again bringing out a small team of volunteers to
personally work in Chipulukusu to make this happen. We will pay our own
way. We are going to live in Chipulukusu, in the same huts and with the
same facilities as everyone else. That means no electricity, running water,
showers, toilets, beds or furniture during our time in Chipulukusu. We will
cook over an open fire and live with the community with whom we work.
If you would like to support our efforts in any way, please contact me. We
are still seeking volunteers to help.
We are also seeking laptop computers so that we can set up another
computer lab in another deserving school and we need more metal racked
shelving, which can be put to good use in the new library. Help and support
is always needed.
I will, of course, let you know how we get on in Zambia when we get back.
Many thanks,
Michael Nugent.

Plans for the new public library for Chipulukusu

Celebrating the opening of the First Container Library

Container number 1, in use as a library

Container number 2, also a library and a school

